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Unit Title: Unit 1:  Exploring Fictional Genres and Narrative Writing 

 

Unit Designers: Kathy Dow, Tayler Grenier, Susan Hardison, and Ashley LaCroix 

 

Level(s): Grade 3 

 

Time Span: 12 weeks 

 

Content Area: 

 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  

English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 

 

Summary of Unit:   

Students will read and respond to fiction as they learn to write narratives. Authors write from 

experience and personal interests. Student writing is improved when they write from their own 

experiences and/or interests. They will learn how the author communicates, develops an idea by 

using story elements, and where authors get ideas from their stories. The writing process and 

conventions are practiced through this unit as students learn to write stories with ideas that are 

clear, easy to understand, and filled with interesting details.   

 

 

Common Core Reading Standards 

RL.3.1:  Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to 

the text as the basis for the answers. 

RL.3.2: Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine 

the central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the 

text. 

RL.3.3:  Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain 

how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.   

RL.3.5:  Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, 

using terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; describe how each successive part builds on 

earlier sections.  

RL.3.6:  Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the characters.  

RL.3.9:  Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the same 

author about the same or similar characters (e.g., in books from a series). 

 

RF.3.4:  Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.  

a. Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding.  

b. Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression.  

c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as 

necessary. 
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Common Core Writing Standards 

W.3.3:  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.  

a. Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters; organize an event 

sequence that unfolds naturally.  

b. Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences 

and events or show the response of characters to situations.  

c. Use temporal words and phrases to signal event order.  

d. Provide a sense of closure. 

W.3.4: With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and 

organization are appropriate to task and purpose. 

W.3.5:  With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, revising, and editing. 

W.3.10:  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) 

and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 

purposes, and audiences. 

 

 

Common Core Language Standards 

L.3.2:  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

 a. Capitalize appropriate words in titles. 

e. Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and other studied words and for adding 

suffixes to base words. 

  

 

Common Core Speaking and Listening Standards 

SL.3.1:  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw 

on that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under 

discussion. 

b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions. 

c. Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic, and link 

their comments to the remarks of others. 

d. Explain their own ideas and understanding in the light of the discussion. 

SL.3.4:  Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts 

and relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace. 

SL.3.6:  Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide 

requested detail or clarification. 

 

 

 

Key Pre-Requisites: 

Knowledge: 
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 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate 

an understanding of key details in a text. 

 Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges. 

 Know how to write simple sentences with correct conventions. 

 Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text to 

demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot. 

 Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story (e.g. Cinderella stories) by 

different authors or from different cultures. 

 Know second grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

Skills: 

 Know and apply second grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

 Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of 

events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to 

signal event order, and provide a sense of closure. 

 Locate parts in a story that represent the beginning, middle and ending. 

 Restate facts from the text. 

 Write a series of sentences developing an idea, with assistance.  

 Respond to clarifying questions, both literal and inferential, while reading and writing. 

 Use suggested revisions in their own writing; and edit personal writing for correct 

grammar, usage and mechanics, with assistance. 

 Grade two collaborative conversation skills in reading groups. 

 Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide 

requested detail or clarification.  Demonstrate the command of the conventions of 

Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

 Consult reference materials, including beginning dictionaries, as needed to check and 

correct spellings. 

 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Fiction encompasses a wide range of genres, however all of these stories are not true 

events. 

 There are different characteristics that define the various genres. 

 Authors write narratives based on their own experiences and personal interests. 

 Narratives follow a sequence of events from beginning to end.  

 

 

Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 

 What characteristics can you use to determine the genre of a story? 

 How do students use personal interest and/or experiences to develop personal narratives? 

 How does the author communicate and develop an idea by using their experiences and/or 

personal interests? 

 

 

Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 

Knowledge:  



 

Posted 9.16.2014 per HW 

Revised 6-18-2014  Page 4 of 5 
  

 Know how to write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 

effective techniques, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

 Know how to ask and answer appropriate questions to demonstrate understanding of a 

text or personal narrative, referring explicitly to the text or personal narrative as the basis 

for the answers. 

 Know what characteristics and literary elements they may use to determine a stories 

genre.                   

Skills: 

 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how 

their actions contribute to the sequence of events. 

 Use appropriate reading strategies including connecting, predicting, questioning, 

visualizing, inferring, and determining importance. 

 Increase fluency rates while reading fiction.  

 Compose a narrative using the elements of fiction and appropriate word study skills. 

 Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide 

requested detail or clarification. 

 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions. 

 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English. 

 Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and other studied words and for adding 

suffixes to base words. 

 Use literary elements to determine fictional genre. 

 

 

How will students provide evidence of their understandings?  

 Students will read and discuss fictional stories appropriate to individual reading levels in 

Guided Reading and/or literature groups. 

 Students will write narratives beginning with the generation of ideas and continuing 

through the writing process until a final draft is completed. 

 Students will engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions. 

 Students will be able to effectively compare and contrast the various genres of fiction 

through discussions or written responses. 

 

 

Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  

 With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing 

as needed by revising and editing (writing conferences). 

 Instructional/Interactive read-alouds 

 Shared Reading 

 Guided Reading 

 Author studies - suggested authors include Eve Bunting, Mem Fox, Patricia Polacco, 

Tomie dePaola, Judith Viorst, and Cynthia Rylant 

 Appropriately leveled independent reading texts 

 Shared Writing 

 

 

Provisions for Extending Learning: 

 Student reading levels will be adjusted as needed. 
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 Writing conferences to further individual writing skills 

 Independent study 

 

 

How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  

 Students may choose to use appropriate software to make narratives into books during lab 

session in the computer lab. 

 Students may choose to produce and present a PowerPoint on their narrative. 

 Students may choose to record their narrative on the iPad to share with the class. 

 

Instructional Resources: 

 Author studies books found in school library--suggested authors include Eve Bunting, 

Mem Fox, Patricia Polacco, Tomie dePaola, Judith Viorst, and Cynthia Rylant 

 Literature books found in Book Room 

 Professional Texts – (such as Lucy Calkins, Fountas & Pinnell, Dorne, etc.) 

 Internet resources 

 Individual student RIT scores from NWEA testing are used to plan instruction. 

 

 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 

performance/product. 

 

 

Writing a Narrative 

Surprise Party, Fiction 


